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The King Review of low-carbon cars - part II: 
recommendations for actions 

In March 2007, the Chancellor of the Exchequer commissioned Professor Julia King, 
Vice-Chancellor of Aston University and former Director of Advanced Engineering at 
Rolls-Royce plc, working with Lord Nicholas Stern, to undertake an independent 
review to examine the vehicle and fuels technologies which over 25 years could help 
to ‘decarbonise’ road transport, particularly cars. 

The King Review Part I: the potential for CO2 reduction1 (hereinafter called Part I) 
was published in October 2007. It set out a positive message about the potential for 
CO2 reduction. In the medium term, by 2030, the analysis suggests that emissions 
per kilometer could be around 50 per cent below 2000 levels. In the long term (by 
2050 in the developed world), almost complete decarbonisation of road transport is a 
realistic ambition.  

The King Review Part II: recommendations for actions2 (Part II) was published 
on 12th March 2008. It picks up on the challenges in vehicle technologies, fuels, 
research and development and consumer choices set out in Part I, and make policy 
recommendations aimed at ensuring that government, industry, the research 
community and consumers all contribute to realising this potential for reducing CO2 
emissions. 

Recommendations for the short and medium term are aimed at:  

• bringing existing low emissions technologies from “the shelf to the showroom” 
as quickly as possible; 

• ensuring a market for low emission vehicles; 
• moving the short-term focus back from biofuels to automotive technology; 
• making sure that further biofuel developments are based on our growing 

understanding of their indirect effects; and  
• ensuring that automotive industry has the right requirements and signals to 

deliver step-change technologies in the medium term.   

Part II builds on the analyses of challenges set out in Part I, and gives detailed 
recommendations on: 

Reducing vehicle emissions 

• setting appropriately stretching near-term targets for all manufactures to pull 
through new technologies in a flexible and cost-effective way, 

• setting the longer-term trajectory for vehicle technology regulation so that 
manufactures can plan and invest effectively for the next generation of cars, 

                                                
1 http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/pbr_csr/reviews/pbr_csr07_king_index.cfm 
2 http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/budget/budget_08/reviews/bud_bud08_king.cfm 
 




